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from the Board of Directors President

    Thank You!Your support of Trees For Tomorrow allowed  
almost 5,000 people to visit campus and experience an educational program  
at Trees for Tomorrow. This is about 1,500 more attendees than 2021 and 
shows a great recovery from attendance during the pandemic. Your support, 
whether financial or volunteering, helps us fulfill our mission of promoting  
sustainable management of our natural resources through transformative  
educational experiences.

The Trees For Tomorrow teachers and staff are working very hard to develop  
and deliver engaging programs that teach students about science, nature, and 
natural resource careers. Our goal is to increase attendance again in 2023  
and provide more schools and students the opportunity to attend a program  
on campus.  

As an organization, Trees For Tomorrow has some challenges to overcome in 
2023. Mainly, the cost for a student to attend a program has increased over 
the last year. This is driven by increases in the cost of food, fuel, supplies, and 
staffing.  We do not want this to be the reason why a school or student cannot 
experience the fun, field-based programs that extend the school classroom 
to the Trees For Tomorrow campus. Your generosity and support is helping us 
overcome this challenge by sponsoring schools and providing scholarships to 
students so they can have a quality Trees For Tomorrow experience. 

Once again, thank you for your support. I know together we can overcome any 
challenge. 2023 is going to be another exciting year at Trees For Tomorrow!

Tim Jadin

Tim Jadin
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Our Mission
Trees For Tomorrow promotes  

sustainable management of our natural 
resources through transformative 

educational experiences.

Our Vision 
Trees For Tomorrow is preparing  
today’s youth to be tomorrow’s  
stewards of our natural world.

Our Staff

Trees For Tomorrow’s campus 
includes  National Forest  

Property  under permit from  
the USDA  Forest Service.

We’re Social!
Follow, like and share us on your 

favorite social media sites

In an era when people are increasingly indoors and alienated from their 
natural surroundings, Trees For Tomorrow is re-introducing students of 
all ages to the outdoors and showing them how important our natural 
resources are to the world in which we all live.

519 E. Sheridan Street
PO Box 609

Eagle River, Wisconsin 54521
tft.info@TreesForTomorrow.com

(715) 479-6456

Administration
Cheryl Todea
Mandy Gingerich
Juli Welnetz
Diane Gunderson
Ashley Duffek

Education Staff
Kim Feller
Jenny Sadak
Todd Starling
Bethany Heft
Shelly Rudnick- 
     Peterson
Tyler Warntjes
Jane Feely 

Maintenance
Bill McCallum

Hospitality
Patricia OMarro-  
     Gould 
Tom Thompson
Casey Antonuk
Jean Grafwallner
Kim Jovanovic
Bruce Cary
Tony Morabito
Chris Stensrude
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Stronger Together - TFT4All
As I reflect on my second year as Trees For 
Tomorrow’s executive director, I am once 
again reminded of the widespread com-
munity working together to help meet our 
mission. Right here on campus I have the 
pleasure of witnessing the dedication and 
collaboration of our amazing staff on a daily 
basis as they work together on providing 
quality programming and experiences 
for all our students. In 2022, I have also 
been connecting with many of our donors, 
partners, schools, neighbors, and so many 
more individuals invested in our mission 
through phone calls, meetings, programs, 
and at special events.    
Throughout the year, I was able to get to 
know several families who participated in 
our new Tribute Program. These families 
honored loved ones and provided outdoor 
education experiences for more students 

through scholarship gifts, dedicating 
commemorative picnic tables, naming our 
raptor mew, the Nature PlayScape, and 
several canoes. Custom plaques were 
created, tribute ceremonies were sched-
uled, and dedications were completed. We 
look forward to providing this opportunity 
for more families in 2023 and beyond. In 
July, we piloted a new Donor Education 
Series that introduced our new TFT4All 
Legacy Giving Society to a small group of 
long-time supporters. We discussed various 
types of contributions that can help secure 
the future of Trees For Tomorrow such as 
donations through donor advised funds, re-
tirement distributions, bequests, and much 
more. Stay tuned for more donor education 
programs in 2023!       
In 2022, we saw 30 professionals, 30 high 
school students, and almost 20 sponsors 

come together for our annual Natural  
Resource Careers Exploration Week. We 
also had great success at our 20th Annu-
al Golf Outing Fundraiser with record net 
proceeds raised to help get more students 
exploring the science of nature at Trees For 
Tomorrow.  In addition, almost 20 profes-
sionals came together to begin planning for 
the return of Forest Fest in 2024.    
As I got to know our staff, donors, board 
members, and partners even more in 2022, 
I was reminded that Trees For Tomorrow 
is more than a place. Trees For Tomorrow 
truly is a collective group of staff, students, 
alumni, donors, board members, advisory 
council members, corporate sponsors, indi-
vidual members, partners, and more. TFT is 
all this and is for all.  #TFT4All

from the Executive Director

Cheryl Todea

Several species of trees on Trees For 
Tomorrow’s property were 80+ years 
old and at their peak. In addition, a por-
tion of our forest trail was devastated 
by the storms of July 2021. It was finally 
time for a timber harvest on Trees For 
Tomorrow’s campus. We couldn’t do 
that alone. Yes, we are experts on 
teaching students about sustainable 
management of natural resources, but 
we are not the experts actually doing 
the management. That is where our 
partners come in! With FutureWood 
Corp. facilitating the project and a Mas-
ter Logger to harvest and process the 
trees, in early 2022 we removed almost 
1,000 tons of wood from campus over a 
two-week period that went to eight mills 
in Wisconsin and Michigan. In addition, 
our students and neighbors were able 
to see firsthand what sound forest 
management looks like – right on our 
campus. As we continue post-harvest 
projects, the focus shifts to replant-
ing, invasive species management, 
and further education and outreach 

opportunities. Thank you to our many 
partners who are involved in the project 
and support our mission of promoting 
sustainable management of natu-
ral resources - USDA Forest Service, 
FutureWood Corp, Great Lakes Timber 

Professionals Association, Wisconsin 
Headwaters Invasives Partnership, Vilas 
County Land & Water Conservation De-
partment, Louisiana-Pacific Corp, board 
members, advisory council members, 
and community members.  

An educational opportunity! Students and neighbors were able to see firsthand 
what sound forest management looks like – right on Trees For Tomorrow’s campus.

Partnership In Action
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2022 was an exciting year! In addition to getting even closer 
to “normal,” Trees For Tomorrow’s (TFT’s) education depart-
ment saw some exciting new additions to business as usual. 
The year started with the education department making some 
minor revisions to our new high school Forestry classes which 
were piloted in late 2021. We were able to teach these classes 
to a few visiting high school (HS) groups in early 2022. One 
of the most exciting 
parts of this was that 
TFT’s timber harvest 
was happening while 
Mosinee HS was here, 
so we were able to 
not only deliver new 
curriculum, but also 
add observing an 
actual timber harvest 
to the students’ expe-
rience. They were able 
to not only see a tim-
ber harvest firsthand, 
but also interact with 
professionals in the 
forestry field and 
learn more about the 
discipline. The timber 
harvest provides TFT 
with yet another opportunity to use the campus forest as 
a living, outdoor science lab. We were able to add it to the 
forestry curriculum to discuss what an actual timber harvest 
looks like to help teach students how data and other logistics 
go into decisions for harvesting. The education department 
is also currently considering constructing a deer exclosure to 
show students the impact that deer have on forest regenera-
tion post-harvest as part of our new deer impacts class, which 
was also written in 2022. Finally, educators were busy writing 
a new middle school winter-based curriculum to give visiting 
middle schools more options to choose from when visiting in 
the winter. We were excited to be able to pilot this new curricu-
lum theme-based unit in early 2023.  
We also received grants that helped us add to our equipment 
inventory for these classes. A major focus of what to ask 
for during the 2022 grant cycle was equipment to allow a 
broader range of people to feel more comfortable in the field 
during our programs. We received funds from Wisconsin Pub-
lic Service (WPS) to help us purchase additional bog boots in 
smaller sizes for our elementary students and canoe paddles 
in larger sizes for taller adult chaperones. Other equipment 

such as an ice auger (WPS grant) and microscopes (Wisconsin 
Society of Science Teachers [WSST] Front and Center Grant 
and Natural Resources Foundation [NRF] Go Outside Fund) 
were purchased to support new winter curriculum. Additional 
aquatic nets (WPS), DBH tapes, and wedge prisms (NRF) that 
were purchased support TFT’s goal of minimizing student to 
equipment ratios to provide the most hands-on experience 

possible. Over the sum-
mer, Boy Scout Troop 
19 from Bloomington, 
Illinois helped complete 
a security fence around 
our raptor mew to keep 
people and animals out 
of the area.   
2022 was also spent 
reviewing journal and 
worksheet assessment 
data to prepare for TFT’s 
accreditation review in 
2023. Assessment data 
shows that, currently, a 
majority of all students 
who attend TFT are 
meeting or exceeding our 
expectations in terms of 

performance on journal assessments. An examination of the 
data over the last 4 years also shows that student performance 
level is either on track or better than pre-Covid levels, which 
is a major achievement given the impact the pandemic had 
on K-12 students (and everyone else!) both in and out of the 
classroom. Assessment data has also been valuable in show-
ing opportunities for improvement. The main opportunity for 
improvement on our classes is to streamline what students 
are doing so the main steps in each class are: 

 1) students gather data, 

 2)  TFT instructors help provide context and make 
sense of what data means, 

 3)  students apply their data and what they’ve learned 
to a new situation. 

Data shows that students have a higher level of achievement 
in classes that follow that stated formula, while other classes 
try to fit in so much and have students apply learning to big, 
ambiguous questions that they are not set up to succeed. The 
entire education department is excited about the opportunity 
to use what we learn from assessment and accreditation to 
improve our curriculum and student achievement!  

Forester Scott Heffernon (also an alumni of Trees For Tomorrow) educates 
Mosinee High School students about timber harvest sustainability on campus.

New additions to business as 
usual in the Ed Department

from the Education Manager

Kim Feller
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from the Operations Manager

Mandy Gingerich

Volunteer snapshot

Service and operations update

2022 was a busy year for our Volunteer Program. We had a total of 33 volun-
teers contribute over 425 hours of volunteerism for Trees For Tomorrow. We had 
volunteers helping across multiple departments this year. For instance, in the 
Education Department we had a volunteer update curriculum documents with 
the new logo…a project that was long overdue! We also had multiple volunteers 
show up to support our KinderWild program. Genene Lynott, a retired kindergarten 
teacher, has been a perfect fit for this program and we are so thankful to have her 
join us. As usual, we had several large mailings that would have been a daunting 
task had we not had numerous volunteers lend a hand. In June we held our 20th 
Annual Golf Outing that would not have been possible without our loyal volunteers 
who show up year after year for this event. Finally Apollo, our red-tailed hawk, had 
some improvements made to his mew by a couple of our dedicated volunteers this 
fall. This is only a snapshot of what was accomplished by our volunteers this year 
and we are looking forward to 2023.

Danielle Anderson
Bob Blaus
Melissa Clark
Evette Gallo
Lou Gallo
John Gauss
Mary Gauss
Robin Ginner
Jonathon Gould
Jacob Harbath
Matthew Harbath
Megan Harbath
Nancy Harbath
Randy Harbath
Amber  Higley
Barb Holmes
Kathy Holperin

Sue Ingram
Dar Kadulski
Dave Klinner
Roberta Kunzman
Daniel Lynch
Genene Lynott
Diane Mansfield
Norman Nass
Cheryl Olenjzciak
Phyllis Pepiot
Ray Perry
Jennifer Reinke
Marcia Schneider
Cindy Thompson
Will Vail
Curt Welnetz

Maintaining Campus
Our number one priority is to provide 
a safe learning and work environ-
ment. Maintaining our almost 40-acre 
campus with 15 buildings takes time, 
collaboration, and your support. 

In 2022, we partnered with the USFS 
who helped us install a French drain 
around Balsam Dorm to prevent flood-
ing of the dorm that occurs every spring 
after snow melt, making the building 
unusable.

A NEW (to us) bus was purchased, 
replacing the defunct old one! We can 
now take our students to field sites  
with our lean, green learning machine.

Thanks to a multi-year donation towards 
facility improvements, we replaced  
rotten siding on the dining hall and 
gave it a new coat of paint. Summer of 
2023 we will continue the project and 
focus on Juday Hall and Stone Hall.

We also continued to work with  
FutureWood and other partners on the 
process of cleaning up campus after 
the logging that took place in February. 

Personnel Update
I celebrated 15 years at Trees For 
Tomorrow in 2022 with several oth-
er employees celebrating seven and 
eight years! What a great testament to 
the positive work culture! As with any 
organization, we did have some staff 
turnover in 2022. We persevered and 
found talented candidates to fill the 
open positions. We have tried several 
avenues on how to attract candidates. 
We pride ourselves on our work culture 
and try to make that a huge selling 
point. We currently have 19 employees. 

We decided this year to partner with 
AmeriCorps and brought on a member 
that filled a 40-hour full time educa-
tion position. This placement will last 
46 weeks. 

Programs and Facility Use:
In 2022 we welcomed 48 overnight 
school groups including two new high 
schools in November. We provided 59 
youth and family programs including 
KinderWild Camp, S.E.E.K., Jr. S.E.E.K., 
Nature Adventures, homeschool groups 
and much more! In addition, we hosted 

36 facility rental groups such as the 
WDNR, Wisconsin Outdoor Communica-
tors Association, Northwoods Childcare 
Development Center and UW Oshkosh 
students. We also take our programs to 
go! We did several school outreach pro-
grams and provided programs at Eagle 
Water Resort, Demmer Library, Phelps 
Library, the Northwoods Children’s 
Museum, and many more! 

In 2022 we had a total of 4,829 par-
ticipants—that is 1,339 more than in 
2021 and 3,359 more than in 2020! 
Our attendance continues to fall short 
compared to our last “normal” year 
(2019) before the pandemic, but it is 
slowly getting back to where it was. 

A priority for 2022 was the creation 
of a School Engagement Committee. 
Its focus is to actively engage schools; 
past, present, and future. We learned 
that targeted direct mailings perform 
well! We are always open to new ideas 
for school engagement. Please reach 
out to me at mandy@treesfortomorrow.
com or 715.479.6456! 

These 33 volunteers put in the  
equivalent to a quarter-time employee

Article by:                Ashley Duffek, 
Volunteer Coordinator
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Board of Directors
Ahlstrom, Addie Teeters
American Transmission Company, Todd Miller
Asplundh, Kevin Worzalla
Bulkley Dunton, Dan Kalupa
Domtar-Rothschild, Don Nelson
FutureWood Corp, DJ Aderman
Georgia-Pacific Consumer Products, Tim Jadin
Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association,  
 Henry Schienebeck
Bob Kubacki
Lignetics, John Crass
Louisiana Pacific Corp, Chris Weber
Lyme Great Lakes Timberlands, Bill O’Brion
MillTown Paper, Trent Duerr
Packaging Corp of America, Jim Hoppe
Procter & Gamble, Kaleb Bergman
WEC Energy Group, Larry Axlen
WI County Forests Association,  
 Rebekah Luedtke

Advisory Council
Carolyn DeJongh
Jeff Fleming
Randy Harbath
Patricia Heim
Chad Kirschbaum
Roberta Kunzman
Connie Lawniczak
Butch Marita
Hilary Markin
Jill Nemec
Ray Perry
Dave Stoiber
Jaron Tauschmann
Scott Valitchka
Leah Van Zile

Corporations & Foundations
786 Foundation
A Wanna Services, Inc.
Ahlstrom
Alliant Energy Foundation
Amerhart, Ltd.
American Transmission Company
Beechwood Distributors
Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill, Inc.
Bleser Family Foundation
Burmeister Logging

CellCom/NSight
Charles S Fields Charitable Trust
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley  
 Region
Dimension Lumber Co.
Domtar Nekoosa
Domtar Paper Company, LLC
Eagle River Animal Hospital
Eagle River Light & Water Dept.
Eagle River NAPA, LLC
Elmer G. Biddick Charitable Foundation
Federal Sustainable Forest Committee
FISTA, Inc.
Futurewood Corporation
Gaffney-Busha Funeral Home
General Federation of Women’s Clubs  
 Wisconsin, Inc.
George Kress Foundation
GFWC Amherst Junction
GFWC West Allis Woman’s Club
GFWC WI Northwoods District
GFWC Women’s Club of Greenfield
Grandma’s Toy Box/Eagle Craft & Hobby
Great Lakes Timber Professionals Assoc.
Greater Green Bay Community Foundation
Green Bay Packaging
Holli Forest Products, Inc.
Ivy League Garden
James E Dutton Foundation, Inc
John & Melissa Besse Foundation
John C. Bock Foundation
Johnson’s Forest Products
K. C. Stock Foundation
KerberRose
Kohler Middle School Council
Konz Wood Products
Kretz Lumber
Lake of the Torches
Lake States Lumber Assoc., Inc.
Lake States Section of TAPPI
Lakeland Area GFWC
Lakeshore Garden Club
Leader Paper Products
Lignetics
Louisiana Pacific
Lux Foundation
Lyme Great Lakes Timberlands
Martin Sauer Trucking
Mead Witter Foundation

Menasha Corporation Foundation
Michael Meister
Michigan Society of American Foresters
Milltown Paper
Myers CI Consultants
Nelson’s Ace Hardware
New Leaf Paper, Inc.
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation
Packaging Corporation of America
Penkert Properties
Pitlik & Wick, Inc.
Procter & Gamble
Pukall Lumber Co.
Sam Properties
Sayner/St. Germain Fish & Wildlife Club
Speiser Trust
State Farm Foundation
Superior Woodlands Co.
Svee Trucking, Inc.
Tails of the Northwoods
TC Energy
Thomas S. Kemp Foundation
TSI Logging
Twinkle in Her Eye Fund
VASSA
Veritiv/Bulkley Dunton
Waldmann Construction Inc.
We Energies Foundation, Inc.
WI Society of American Foresters
WI Society of Science Teachers
Wisconsin County Forests Association
WIsconsin Public Service Corp.
Wisconsin Public Service Foundation
Wisconsin SFI Implementation Committee
Zelazoski Wood Products

 

2022 corporate and individual donors
For almost 80 years our donors con-
tinue to reach thousands of students 
every year. On behalf of our students, 
families, and other program partici-
pants, thank you for your generosity 

in 2022! Your support allowed Trees 
For Tomorrow to continue to offer 
environmental education experiences 
to almost 5,000 individuals in 2022. 
THANK YOU! 

* We have carefully reviewed the names that 
are listed. However, if you find an error or 
omission, please accept our apologies and 
contact us at 715-479-6456 ext. 222 so 
that we may correct our records.

Thank You
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Individuals
Dorothy Adamovich
DJ & Kari Aderman
Judy & Ken Ahlberg
Joseph Aiello
Roland Alger
Paul & Deborah Alper
John & Kathlynn Andersen
Scott & Barbara Anderson
Lois Andreas
Richard & Amy Jo Aylward
Alda M Baker
Thomas Baker
Carl & Lori Barkow
Lisa & Brett Bauer-Lotto
Steve & Lynne Baumann
LoAnn & Edwin Bell
Sandy Berner
Darcey Beyer
Bob & Melissa Bjork
Jonathan & Barbara Blick
John Boerner
Kristin Carlson
Cliff & Carol Claus
Chuck & Linda Cloninger
Ned Cochrane
Joe & Maggie Coil
Ronald Cowan & Pamela  
     Condon
Mary Crambes
Jeff & Ann Currie
John & Susan Darby
Rod & Laurel Davey
Carol De Groot
Joel & Patricia DeAngelo
Laura DeGolier
Carolyn DeJongh
Jodi Dillahunt
FR. Bogdan & Peggy  
     Djurdjulov
Luann Dreska
Rumy & Wendy Driver
Diane Cochrane Dudley
Tony & Ashley Duffek
Timothy & Linda Eisele
Tom Eiting
Kendra Eppler
Robert Erdman
Gary & Judy Ertel
Stephen Feller
Bonnie Fischer
Kelly Fischer
Lou & Evette Gallo
Diane & John Galvin
Srinivas Garapati
Gary & Bernice Gilbert
Amanda Gingerich
Jim & Sharon Glock

Elizabeth Gonia
Keith & Dawn Grabowski
Jean Grafwallner
Barbara Grinnell
Pat & Jan Grosse
Diane Gunderson
Ernst & Rae Gutschow
Carl Haberly
Bruce Hanson
John & Dana Harris
Rita Harris
Dena Haskins
Bethany Heft
Marty & Kelli Heindel
Richard & Diana Helgeson
Tom Helmick & Barbara  
     Janesh
Patricia Herdklotz
Cheryl Hogenmiller
Don & Liz Hollatz
Larry & Barb Holmes
Jim & Kathy Holperin
Kathleen M. Holperin
Bob & Gloria Jean Siegel  
     Howe
Eileen Innecken
Tim & Tavy Jadin
Daniel Jahnke
Elaine Jasper-Blake
JeAnn Jensen
Tobi Johannsen
Linda Stadler & John Gorz
Karl & Gail Johnson
Marna Johnson
David & Natalie Joranson
Patricia Juday
Darleen Kadulski
Timothy Kane
Mark & Juli Kasper
Mary Kelly
Joseph & Ruth Kies
Diane Kitelinger
David & Donna Klinner
Janet Knolhoff
James Koch
Ron & Constance Koch
Joel & Marlene Koepke
Greg & Donna Kolstad
Greg Konieczny
Leonard & Jane  
     Kopidlansky
Kay Krause
Jean & Jay Kresier
Janet Krofta
Roberta & Joshua  
     Kunzman
Linda Lane
Tammie Lee

Charles & Mary Lemke
Stuart Lewis
The Lillund Family
James and Diane Lutz
Dan Lynch
Mary Mac Kinnon
Georgia A. Makens
Jeanne Maly
Butch & Glenda Marita
Carol & Bill Marshall
Bill & Kim McCallum
Austin Meade
Gary Meister & Laura  
     Van Valkenberg
Joyce Miller
Richard Miller
Lou Mirek
Thomas Morse
Christopher Moss
Randall Moy
Norman Nass
Debra Neddo
James & Cathy Nordine
Gerald and Mary Ann  
     Norton
Paula O’Neal
Janet Olson
Kay & Don Olson
Patricia OMarro-Gould
Joyce Owens
Phyllis Pepiot
Roger Perrault
Terry Peters
Hoss & Cindy Rehberg
Jennifer Reinke
Katie Rheinschmidt
Kristin Rhyner
Janet Roberts
Thomas Roberts
Tom & Mary Roberts
Ray Rubin
Shelly Rudnick-Peterson
Harold Sabel
Marcus & Jenny Sadak
John Scheider
Joe & Kim Schmelz
Marcia Schneider
Sara Schrauth
Pat & Mary Schrickel
Elizabeth Schultz and  
     Michael Richter
Amy Schulz & David Welo
Terry & Kelly Schwaller
Mark Schwinn
Jane Severt
Robert Shadur
Art & Elizabeth Sheiffele
Justin & Robin Sheperd

Eric Jacobson & Sherre  
     Maxson
Denise & Steve Simeth
Nanne Simonds
Cory & Stacey Sjoquist
Kathy Skov
Steven Smits
Joe Solawetz
Michael & Sharon  
     Stachewicz
Todd Starling
Margaret Steele
Heather Steiner
Stepien Trust
Dave Stoiber & Marsha  
     Mueller
Ronna Swift
Rosemary & Patricia Taylor
Chuck & Pat Thier
George & Terry Thomas
Paul Thomas
Ruby Thomas
Andrew Tipton
Cheryl & Lucci Todea
James E. Tomic MD
Frank Trummer
Ina Trummer
Scott Valitchka & Jan Smith
Paul Varnado
Terence Vollrath
Avis Wallesverd
Larry Warner
Mike & Lisa Warntjes
Patricia Watson
Lester & Karen Watters
Ron Weber
Curt & Juli Welnetz
Ryan & Melanie Wempe
Bruce & Marilyn Westphal
Dorthea White
Robert C Wilberscheid
Amy Willard
Tanya Wirht
Ann Wittlinger
Jeff & Mary Wolk
Norma R. Yaeger
Shane & Krista Yokom
Kelly & David Young
Gina Zagotta
Marjorie Zibell

In Kind Donations
Arndt They Grand
Arrow Gift Shop &  
     Mary Kate’s Wine Bar
Asplundh Tree Expert  
     Company
Auto Value

Bear Wild Creation
Beattie Family Dental
BMO Harris Bank Eagle  
     River
BPM, Inc.
Capital Genealogy
Charlie Berens
Cheryl Trinkle
Cindy Thompson & Glen  
 Anderson
Country Store
Custom Landscaping
Dairy Queen
Daniel Kalupa
Dr. John’s Cat & Dog     
     Repair
Eagle River Golf Course
Eagle River Pet Store
Eagle River Roasters
Edgewater Inn & Cottages
Energy Mart
Fredrick’s Corner Shoppe
Georgia-Pacific Consumer  
     Products
Grass Roots Health
Hiker Box
Hometown Pharmacy
Jean Parker
Jensen-Akins Hardware &  
     Appliance
Jill Nemec
Jim & Denise Hoppe
Larry & Teri Axlen
Lyme Timber Great Lakes
Mike Parnakott
Meyer & Associates  
     Insurance Agency LLC
Napa Auto Parts
Northern Waters Angling &  
     Archery
Northland Clothing Co.
Northwoods Furniture  
     Gallery
Patrice Carlson
Randy & Nancy Harbath
Ray & Chris Perry
Robert Blaus
Robert Manger
Smokey’s on the Bay
Tractor Supply
Tressa Bates
Trig’s
Vilas Co. News Review
Walkabout Paddle &  
     Apparel
WEC Energy Group
White Birch Grove Farm
Wild Eagle Lodge



SUPPORTERS

PARTICIPANTS

TREES FOR TOMORROW
YOUR IMPACT

you impact the journey 4,145
SCHOOL PROGRAM 

PARTICIPANTS*
*Number of participants 
  x number of days 

The numbers show how much your support makes a positive impact on 
our students as they explore the science of nature at Trees For Tomorrow. 
Many of our alumni become advocates for sustainable use of natural 
resources as they share their experiences with family and friends and 
some even enter professional careers in managing those resources. As 
Trees For Tomorrow relies on strong, mutually supportive relationships to 
advance our mission of promoting sustainable management of our 
natural resources, your support makes meeting that mission possible. 
Thank you to our many members, corporate sponsors, partner agencies, 
and many individual donors whose support empowers our students to 
realize the role we all have in sustaining the world we live in.

718
FACILITY USE

PARTICIPANTS

36
GROUPS

10,694
TOTAL 

PARTICIPANTS*
*Number of participants 
  x number of days 

182 TOTAL 
GROUPS

1,205
OFFSITE PROGRAMS

PARTICIPANTS

23
ORGANIZATIONS

435+
TOTAL 

VOLUNTEER
HOURS

33 NUMBER OF
VOLUNTEERS 8 NEW

GROUPS

5,500+ TREE 
SEEDLINGS 

SOLD

31
CAREERS 

EXPLORATION 
STUDENTS

TFT

65 TRIPS OFF 
CAMPUS

195
SUSTAINABLE
LIVING INST.
STUDENTS 442

SUMMER
PROGRAM
STUDENTS 351

KINDERWILD
CAMP 

STUDENTS

388 DONORS

NATURE ENTHUSIASTS

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MGMT

CLEAN AIR AND WATER

EDUCATED LANDOWNERS 

DIVERSE WORKFORCE

CITIZEN SCIENTISTS

WILDLIFE HABITAT

BETTER 
NATURAL WORLD

impact
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Financial impact

20th Annual Golf Outing 
Fundraiser 

The 20th Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser 
brought more than 60 golfers, six staff, 
and 20 volunteers together on a beauti-
ful Friday in June at the Eagle River Golf 
Course. With 25 sponsors, 15 teams,  
and many raffle tickets sold, Trees For 
Tomorrow once again saw record net 
proceeds of almost $28,000 to support 
our students.    
On behalf of our students, thank you to 
event sponsors, golfers, volunteers, raffle 
donors, and golf course staff for helping to 
make this another successful event!    
Join us for our 21st Annual Golf Outing 
Fundraiser on Friday, June 2, 2023. 
Sponsorship and registration details can 
be found at TreesForTomorrow.com.

Natural Resource Careers 
Exploration Week 

For more than 50 years, Trees For Tomor-
row has been offering a weeklong careers 
exploration program for high school stu-
dents. The 2022 program brought togeth-
er 30 Wisconsin and Michigan high school 
students interested in learning more 
about careers in natural resources as well 
as 30 natural resource professionals with 
a variety of backgrounds – private forest-
ry, hydrology, forest management, wildlife 
management, soils, forest products, water 
management, law enforcement, fisheries, 
land management, and environmental 
education. Thank you to our sponsors, 
we exceeded our goal of raising $25,000 
to support this program by bringing in 
more than $28,000 in sponsorships and 
program revenue. Sponsorships came 
from a variety of individual and corporate 
supporters and helped ensure that no 
student had to pay full program fees with 
six students qualifying for full scholar-
ship. Thank you for supporting our future 
stewards! 
  

The 2022 TFT4All Annual Giving Cam-
paign will help more than 500 students 
spend the day at Trees For Tomorrow 
exploring the science of nature in 2022. 
Thank you to the almost 150 alumni, 
members, donors, and community 
members who collectively donated 
almost $55,000 to our TFT4All Fund, 
an unrestricted fund created to ensure 
our program fees stay affordable for all 
families, all students, and all schools.    
It costs us more than $100 per day per 
student to provide meals, lodging, all-
day instruction, and transportation off 
campus to field sites. In order to ensure 
our schools can afford a Trees For 

Tomorrow experience, we charge only 
40% of what it actually costs us. The 
rising cost of food, fuel, classroom sup-
plies, utilities, and more, puts keeping 
our fees affordable in jeopardy. That’s 
why this fund is so important. THANK 
YOU for your support!

2022 was another year for the record 
books. Despite continued impacts the 
Covid-19 pandemic has had on our 
budget (increased cost of fuel and 
food) and visiting groups (increased 
costs of transportation and shortage 
of substitute teachers), we had several 
record breaking fundraising campaigns 
and thousands of students exploring 
the Northwoods and learning about the 
science of nature at Trees For Tomorrow 
in 2022. 
 
The below charts reflect the cash close 
of 2022 but do not reflect the adjusted 

final financial report to be prepared by 
Trees For Tomorrow’s accounting firm, 
KerberRose. We are happy to report 
that with your support, we ended 2022 
with our Net Ordinary Income in the 
black at almost $7,000. As you will see 
in the revenue chart, there are many 
ways to support Trees For Tomorrow 
and our students. Our revenue comes 
from a variety of sources including 
donations, grants, events, program 
fees, and facility use. Our students will 
continue to receive quality experiences 
because of our donors. We promise 
your support makes a difference. 

SPONSORSHIP 
SUPPORT

TFT4All Annual Giving Campaign



Over the last few 
years, I have had 
several people ask 
me how Trees For 
Tomorrow fared the 
financial impacts 
of the Covid-19 
pandemic. As many 
of you know, 2020 
and 2021 both 

brought an almost 70% reduction in 
program participation and program rev-
enue. Thanks to federal and state relief 
programs, sacrifices from our staff, 
trust from program participants, and 
support from our donors, we managed 
to survive what may have been the 
toughest years financially in our almost 
80-year history. The impacts of the 
pandemic, however, are far from over. 
Increased fuel costs in 2022 resulted in 
several schools not returning or reduc-
ing their group size. The cost of food, 
products we sell in our gift shop, most 
supplies and services we rely on to 
operate, and transporting our students 
to nearby lakes, bogs, and forests have 
also dramatically increased. Changes 
in the job market led to regular eval-
uations of our staff structure, hiring 
practices and pay. And the elimination 
of applicable federal and state Covid 
relief programs in 2022 caused us to 
rely on our own resources – YOU.     
You may notice a slight shift in our 
priorities and messaging in 2023 as 
we look beyond our day to day needs 
and begin looking at what it will take to 
sustain Trees For Tomorrow long after 
the Covid-19 pandemic impacts. We 

recognize and appreciate that gifts of 
any size support our mission and that 
no gift is too small to have an impact. 
We also recognize that if you don’t know 
what our true need is, you may not 
know how you can best support us. As 
we move through 2023, you will hear 
more about our Legacy Giving Society, 
Tribute Program, TFT4All Scholarship 
Fund, fundraising campaign and event 
support opportunities, membership, 
and so much more.    
Your financial support doesn’t mean 
much without students on campus. Our 
shift in priorities is also being demon-
strated as we develop new strategies to 
promote our School Outdoor Learning 
Experiences for K12 schools, facility 
use, community programs, and cus-
tom education and recreation based 
programs. With our school programs 
as top priority, we are connecting with 
more schools than ever before through 
mailings, phone calls, conference at-
tendance, in person meetings, referral 
program follow ups, and more. Please 

help us spread the word by reaching 
out to passionate teachers or school 
administrators in your life. Share your 
Trees For Tomorrow story with them 
so they can envision how a Trees For 
Tomorrow experience may fit into the 
learning goals for their students. If they 
don’t know about us, they won’t know 
how we fit.    
Thank you for taking the time to 
consider how your personal goals and 
passions align with our story and the 
impact that a Trees For Tomorrow ex-
perience can have. As we look for your 
input and become more transparent 
with you in 2023 and beyond, thank 
you also for answering the phone when 
I call, reading that email I send you, 
scheduling a visit with me, and opening 
the mail I might send you. Please don’t 
hesitate to initiate a conversation with 
me at any time to share your ideas, 
make suggestions, and dream with me. 
We are in this together and are stronger 
together. #TFT4All!
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Natural Resources Education News
tree tips

Winter/Spring 2023

Summer 
Program 
Preview

Cheryl Todea
Executive Director

Our Science and Earth Exploration for Kids (SEEK) program 
returns this summer—with full or half-day sessions that 
provide children with the opportunity to study wildlife, learn 
new skills, and engage in team-building challenges. Aside 
from SEEK (for ages 8-11), Trees For Tomorrow also offers 
Jr. SEEK (for ages 6 & 7) and—new to this year—KinderSEEK 
(ages 4 & 5). Participants in our SEEK program can look 
forward to activities like archery, orienteering, and exploring 
the aquatic ecosystems of Eagle River. Children attending Jr. 
SEEK and KinderSEEK will engage in hands-on experiments, 
create crafts, explore our nature playscape—and so much 
more! We’re looking forward to eight weeks of summer fun!   
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Outdoor Classroom

As a parent of three adult children, and 
a former high school teacher, I am very 
familiar with the teenage sentiment 
“I don’t need a coat, I’m only going 
from the house to the car.” (Or “the 
car to the store,” or “the bus to the 
school;” you get the picture!) Being a 
responsible parent/teacher, I would try 
to explain that proper outdoor apparel 
is important because even the sim-
plest car trip can go wrong due to any 
number of unforeseen complications.  
I’m sure you can predict how well that 
advice was received!

Knowing that experience can be the 
best teacher, here at Trees For Tomor-
row we offer several opportunities for 
students to experience the importance 
of conserving thermal energy in winter 
conditions without having to get frost-
bite in the process.  
•  In our Human Survival Skills course 

students discuss what can lead to 
a “survival” situation.  They then 
practice fire building and/or shelter 

building skills that would aid in winter 
survival.  

•  Snow Shelters is a related course 
where students evaluate the efficiency 
of a Quinzhee type shelter to conserve 
thermal energy. Using a small model 
shelter, students compare the heat 
loss of a “body” in the shelter com-
pared to one in the open air.   

•  TFT’s Thermal Adaptations course 
takes another spin on this topic. 
Students discuss how animals active 
in our Wisconsin winters can survive 
in the cold.  They then test different 
clothing materials on a “body” to  
determine which best maintains body 
heat, and how the properties of those 
materials mimic nature.

In these courses student are 
using their own data to draw 
conclusions and make infer-
ences about new situations. 
These are worthy goals for 
any student experience, but 
for these specific courses we 
hope the conclusions made will 
prompt students to wear a coat 
when its cold outside!

SCHOOL  
ENGAGEMENT 

After seeing a decline in program partic-
ipants during Covid, we knew we needed 
to make a concerted effort to get more 
students back on campus. In response,  
a team of educators, operations and  
marketing staff, and our executive 
director, formed a committee in August 
of 2022. The focus of this dedicated 
group is to increase school engagement 
with an emphasis to attract overnight 
school groups. In the process, new ideas 
were put on the table that resulted in 
the launch of a program to support the 
Northwoods homeschooling community 
on February 7th. A teacher retreat is also 
on the calendar for 2024.

In addition to our new and returning 
school discounts and scholarship pro-
gram, we promote transportation funds 
available from our partners that may be 
used to cover school’s busing expenses 
to TFT. We never want the cost of the trip 
to be a burden on the schools so we try 
to use scholarship as much as possible 
to reduce the cost. 

We have rebranded the school program, 
updated our website to make it as user 
friendly as possible, and completed two 
direct mailings to promote our multi-high 
school and middle school programs. If 
you or a colleague has interest in joining 
the committee, please reach out to  
mandy@treesfortomorrow.com.  
  

                Shelly Rudnick-Peterson, 
Environmental Educator
Article by:

Students come up with their 
own conclusions in the Snow 
Shelters class designed by TFT 
educators. In this program, stu-
dents make mini snow shelters 
and monitor the temperature 
of little “rice mice” (small con-
tainers filled with rice) inside 
and outside the shelters with 
digital monitoring equipment. 
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Volunteers at Trees For Tomorrow truly 
do become part of our “Trees family.” As 
Will Vail can vouch, a long-time alumnus 
and volunteer, we value relationships at 
Trees and that includes our volunteers. 
That may be why Will spent a week vis-
iting us this last summer and assisting 
with various maintenance work. 

Will put in over 32 volunteer hours 
while on campus and was able to help 
with projects like painting our historic 
dining hall, preparing equipment for the 
golf outing, and cutting up and process-
ing a downed maple tree on campus. 
Throughout his visit Will was able to 
stop in offices and chat with staff, hop 
in on truck rides with Bill our Mainte-
nance Manager, and he even joined us 
around the lunch table a few times…he 
fit right in with our “Trees family.’ 

Relationships may just be what keeps 
bringing volunteers back and we’re so 
thankful that Will continues with his 
commitment to Trees For Tomorrow and 
our mission of promoting sustainable 
management of our natural resources.

Volunteer Spotlight Will Vail

Above: Volunteer Will Vail filled many roles at 
the 2022 Golf Outing Fundraiser.

Left: Will assists maintenance manager Bill 
McCallum with the Dining Hall painting  

project this past summer.

How can I offer my support in 2023?
SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS by helping 
ensure our program fees stay afford-
able for all families, all students, and 
all schools through supporting these 
events and programs. 
  
21st Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser  
Friday, June 2nd at the Eagle River 
Golf Course. Event includes an 18-
hole, 4-person scramble, challenge 
and betting holes, raffles, continental 
breakfast, lunch, awards ceremony, 
and a chance to win $10,000! Support 
our TFT4All Golf Outing Fundraiser and 
help us reach our goal of raising at least 
$25,000 through sponsorships, raffle 
donations, registering to golf, and/or 
volunteering at TreesForTomorrow.com/
Golf-Outing-Fundraiser.   
  
Natural Resource Careers  
Exploration Week 
For more than 50 years, Trees For To-
morrow has been providing a week-long 
experience for high school students in-

terested in exploring careers in natural 
resources. Our 2023 Natural Resource 
Careers Exploration Week is scheduled 
for June 11-16 with a goal to raise at 
least $25,000 to ensure no student has 
to pay full program fees. Help us inspire 
the next generation of stewards by 
sponsoring a student for just $600 for 
the week. Visit TreesForTomorrow.com/
Careers-Exploration-Wk for Sponsorship 
Information.   
KinderWild Camp Sponsorship 
For three years Trees For Tomorrow has 
been offering nature-based programs 
for three to five year-olds on Fridays 
during the fall, winter, and spring. While 
we work hard on charging affordable 
program fees, we are still finding some 
local families are not able to afford 
KinderWildCamp fees. Help sponsor a 
young child for just $360 per season of 
up to 10 full days of programming. Visit 
TreesForTomorrow.com/Make-an-Im-
pact to donate now or mail a check.

WE CAN HELP CHANNEL YOUR  
PASSION for the outdoors, maintaining 
historic buildings, sustainability—you 
name it. Tell us what matters to you 
and, whether large or small, we’ll find 
the right project, item or activity.  
   
OTHER WAYS TO SHARE YOUR  
PASSIONS WITH US! 
•  Check out our Amazon Wish List for 

specific item needs at https://a.co/
dnIyKTh.  

• Volunteer any time of the year
• Help promote our programs
• Participate in any of our programs
• Spread the word about TFT  
Contact Cheryl Todea, Executive Di-
rector, for more information on any of 
these opportunities ctodea@TreesFor-
Tomorrow.com or (715) 479-6456. 
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This year, Trees For Tomorrow part-
nered with the Wisconsin Conserva-
tion Corps (WisCorps)! This is my first 
year as a WisCorps member, and I was 
drawn to join so that I could spend my 
year of service working as an environ-
mental educator for TFT. WisCorps 
espouses the value of nature educa-
tion and its value in fostering a sense 
of stewardship in all ages—other 
Wisconsin groups they’ve partnered 
with are the Hunger Task Force in 
La Crosse (which seeks to cultivate 
community gardens) and Beaver 
Creek Reserve, which offers a wide 
variety of nature-based lessons and 
activities. Members serving a full year 
with WisCorps receive living stipends, 
health insurance, and an education 
award at the completion of their term 
(1700 hours). 

During my time with TFT, I’ve taught 
classes for KinderWild, elementary, 
middle school, and high school stu-
dents. I’ve also worked on our social 
media team, helped develop curricu-
lum, and learned how to work with our 
ambassador animals. The WisCorps 
individual placement program has 
allowed me to become fully embed-
ded into the role of an educator here, 
and apart from a differently styled 
nametag, I’ve never felt anything less 
than a full member of the team. I’m 
incredibly grateful for how welcoming 
the TFT community has been and for 
how much I’ve learned since the be-
ginning of my time here. Leaving Min-
nesota and moving into a new town 
was intimidating for me at the onset, 
but I can confidently say it’s one of the 
best decisions I’ve made for myself. 

AmeriCorps

Jane F reely
AmeriCorps Member & Environmental Educator
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northbound
A Forum for Natural Resource Issues & Education

The start of any enjoyable winter adventure 
begins in the house “layering up.” Animals 
that can’t add extra socks survive with ad-
aptations such as developing thicker coats, 
or migrating to a warmer habitat for winter. 
But what about things that cannot add on 
an extra layer or move to a warmer place?  

Different species of trees have  
different means of surviving winter  

Deciduous trees produce a brilliant show 
in fall as they lose their leaves, but what’s 
really going on? As winter approaches, these 
trees halt photosynthesis in the leaves and 
pull important resources out of the struc-
tures. They then wall off the leaves with a 
line of cells and drop them to the ground. In-
side the trees, water is being moved outside 
while sugar is moved inside the cell walls. 
This creates a protective layer of ice around 
the cells with a natural form of antifreeze 
inside. If water freezes outside of the cell, 
the tissue of the tree remains alive.   

Coniferous trees choose to keep their 
foliage year-round. Their needles have less 
surface area and are protected by a waxy 
coating, both of which prevent the water 
loss that broad leaves would experience. 
Additionally, conifer trees have more 
flexible branches that are able to sag more 
easily under the weight of snow without 
snapping. Additionally, conifers seem to 
have stronger cell walls which are more re-
sistant to the pressure created by freezing.  

Both types of trees reduce their growth 
and resource use as they enter a state 
of dormancy for the winter. They are also 
both protected by thick bark which can aid 
with water retention and protection from 
abrasive weather.  

Frost cracks can pose hazards 
 to trees in winter  

As weather fluctuates throughout the  
winter, the warm and sunny days that we  
might enjoy can actually be dangerous for 
trees! It can cause frost cracks. 

A frost crack forms when a tree has been 
exposed to warmth (most commonly sun 
shining on the south or southwest face 
of the trunk) that has caused both the 
bark and the wood directly beneath to 
expand as it warms. When night falls and 
the warmth disappears, the outer layer of 
the bark is the first to cool and contract. 
Because the layer of wood below the bark 
is protected and cools more slowly, this 
causes uneven shrinkage with the bark 
being stretched over the inner wood and 
eventually failing- causing a large and  
sudden crack to form vertically on the 
trunk of the tree. 

Trees that stand alone in yards and along 
roadsides are more susceptible to frost 
cracks than trees that are clumped togeth-
er in the forest as they experience more 
direct and uninterrupted sunlight. This sud-
den cracking of the tree produces a loud 
sound that many have likened to that of a 
rifle shot going off in the otherwise silent 
forest. Young trees with thinner bark are 
most susceptible to this kind of injury. 

In the spring, the tree will warm up and 
the frost crack may close. Some trees will 
be able to grow new wood (sometimes 
referred to as reaction wood) around the 
cracks to keep them sealed, giving the tree 
a scarred appearance. Other trees are un-
able to surround and protect these cracks 
and this leaves them in danger of having 
the cracks open up again each winter. 

Frost cracks themselves do not kill a tree, 
but they do leave an opening in the protec-
tive layer of bark that can allow in pests 
and disease more easily. 

Trees require a certain number of days (the 
amount varies per species) above freezing 
temperature for the tree to begin to wake 
from its dormancy and send resources 
back up the main trunk to the branches 
and buds to resume life.  

Sometimes it’s harder for us to visualize 
that trees actually have adaptations like 
animals! We take for 
granted that these 
stoic life forms 
just survive. 

How trees survive our harsh winters 
A Tree Tips supplement since 1984

Article by:                Bethany Heft, 
Environmental Educator



Nonprofit Org.
PRSRT STD

Permit No. 26
Eagle River, WI 54521

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED
519 E. Sheridan St., PO BOX 609

Eagle River, WI 54521

As a private, nonprofit residential environmental education center, we rely on donations  
from people like you to support our educational efforts. THANK YOU for making a difference.

q  YES! I want to have an important impact on Trees For Tomorrow’s legacy  
of preparing today’s youth to be tomorrow’s stewards of our natural world! 

q $50  

q $100 

q $250 

Please complete this form and return it with your donation to:  
Trees For Tomorrow, P.O. Box 609, Eagle River, WI 54521

     YES! I Want to Support Trees For Tomorrow

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State ________________ Zip ____________________

Phone _____________________________________________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:   q Check    q Visa    q MasterCard    q Discover

Credit Card #  _________________________________  Expiration date: ___/___CSC#:____

Every $1 donated is 15 more 
minutes a student explores 

the science of nature at 
Trees For Tomorrow!

q $500 

q $1,000 

q Other $__________________
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