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met for our annual meeting at TFT’s 
campus in Eagle River in late May. Among 
the many interesting and important topics 
on the agenda was approval of our newest 
strategic plan, including five new goals 
to help us strengthen our legacy in the 
coming years.

The Board agreed to move forward with 
a new plan last fall, and to employ the 
facilitation skills of the contractor, Kelly 
Fischer of Wausau, who helped us put 
together the plan we’ve been working 
for the past three years. With an 85-90% 
successful completion rate on our current 
plan, the Board recognized the need for 
new goals to bolster our momentum 
and take bold steps to strengthen our 
programs, finances and direction.

The planning retreat, which took place in 
early May, brought together the voices of 
TFT’s main stakeholder groups, including 
funders, teachers, board members and 
staff. Through a number of exercises four 
main themes emerged: Programming, 
fundraising, communications and 
operations. The themes helped the 
group write five goals to take Trees For 
Tomorrow solidly into the next five years, 
and beyond:

1. Trees For Tomorrow will expand 
program offerings to attract a diverse 

population of learners and visitors.

2. Trees For Tomorrow will expand and 
diversify our resource development 
strategy to sustain and endow TFT 
operations.

3. Trees For Tomorrow will rebrand 
to accurately reflect our vision and 
mission.

4. Trees For Tomorrow will reinvent 
a communications strategy that 
expands the network of financial 
support and program utilization.

5. Trees For Tomorrow employees and 
facilities will be a reflection of our 
mission and values of environmental 
stewardship.

As you can see, there are some exciting 
concepts on the table in this new plan. 
Expanding our programming, diversifying 
our learners and the funding that supports 
them, rebranding our organization while 
holding steadfast to the legacy that we’ve 
built our reputation on, reinventing our 
communications strategies, and making 
sure our employees and facilities reflect 
the message we share with our visitors. 

I’m excited to work with TFT’s managers 
and our facilitator to take these goals and 
turn them into actionable steps that will 
transform them from ideas into reality 
using strategies the planning committee 
developed as a starting point for this work. 
I’m holding my cards close to my vest, but 
there are going to be some really creative, 
exciting, innovative ideas coming down 
the pike over the next couple of years.  

A s winter turns to spring in the 
Northwoods, Trees For Tomorrow’s 
Education staff hang up their ski and 
snowshoe equipment and turn their 
attention to canoes, bog boots and dip 
nets. Spring and summer is water season 
at TFT, and allows us to bring students 
closer to water. TFT offers a wide variety 
of classes and outdoor experiences, 
where students may use canoes to study 
lake ecology, dip nets for catching and 
studying macroinvertebrates, or visiting 
local wetlands.

In Vilas County alone, there are 1,300 lakes 
and over 70 rivers and streams. Water is 
one of the main reasons why people make 
the Northwoods a travel destination. We 
want students who visit TFT to experience 
and learn how important this resource 
is. Canoeing season typically begins in 
mid-to-late May and ends in early-to-
mid October. All canoeing participants 
complete canoe lessons, which involve 
an introduction to the equipment, 
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Robin Ginner,
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         Jenny Sadek,          Environmental Educator
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As a private, nonprofit natural resources specialty school, we rely on donations from people like 
you to support our educational efforts. Please consider making a financial contribution.

q I want to make a donation to Trees For Tomorrow

q 75th Anniversary Fund: $ ___________  q General: $____________  

q Scholarships: $____________    

q I want to become a member of Trees For Tomorrow 
   (For a list of benefits for each membership level, go to TreesForTomorrow.com)

q $35 - $49 Hemlock q $50 - $99 Balsam q $100 - $249 White Pine
q $250 - $499 Yellow Birch q $500 - $999 Tamarack q $1,000 or more Red Oak

Please complete this form and return it with your donation to:  

Nonprofit Org.
PRSRT STD

Permit No. 26
Eagle River, WI 54521

YES! I Want to Support Trees For Tomorrow

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________________

Phone _____________________________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:  q Check   q Visa   q MasterCard

Credit Card #  _________________________________  Expiration date: __/___ CSC#:_____

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Trees For Tomorrow, Inc. 
is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 

organization. Contributions 
are tax-deductible as 

permitted by law.  

Please send editorial comments 
and suggestions to:

TFT.info@TreesForTomorrow.com
(715) 479-6456

 

Special Thanks
to Wisconsin Public Service 

(WPS) for printing this  
newsletter. Thank you!

Trees For Tomorrow’s campus 
includes National Forest Property 

 under permit from the USDA  Forest 
Service. TFT is an  Equal Opportunity 

Employer.

(continued on page 3)



On Campus

Cheryl Todea,
Operations Manager
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Despite the extreme cold this year, we had plenty of snow to explore the natural 
world on snowshoes and cross-country skis all winter —and even into spring! The winter 
and spring is always busy for our staff as they worked with more than 50 groups and 
more than 1,600 program participants.

Other Groups
Advisory Council 
Board of Directors 
First Unitarians Society
Great Headwaters Trail

Moms of Preschoolers —  
Northwoods
Peak Nordic Ski Club
Road Scholar Skiing/ 
Snowshoeing
Rotary Club of Eagle River

Smokey Lake Association

Vilas County Sheriff’s  
Department
Women Actively Enjoying the 
Outdoors —Wausau
WI Headwaters Invasives  
Partnerships

*To sponsor a school or group 
of students, please contact 
Cheryl Todea, Operations 
Manager. Sponsorships can 
range anywhere from $10/
person up to $300/person. 

We are looking forward to 
welcoming several schools 
in May and June, youth and 
family programs this summer, 
Road Scholars in late spring 
and throughout summer, the 
WI Master Naturalist Volunteer 
Training, Natural Resources 
Careers Exploration Week and 
Forest Fest 2019! 

Looking Ahead

   Thank you so much for 
your donation to Trees For 
Tomorrow. I have a great  
opportunity to explore, 
learn and have fun at TFT. 
I have never experienced 
walking in a forest, iden-
tifying different kinds of  
forests and wetlands and 
learning about wolves. But 
your donation helped me 
have a fun time learn-
ing and experiencing the 
things that I never have 
before. 
   Also, the food here is 
delicious and gave me 
more energy to work, 

learn and experience. I 
am super glad to be here 
to learn new things. I’m 
also glad that I’ve made 
new and more friends. 
I also learned about 
friendship and how to 
work together as a team.  
I learned a new phrase 
called “teamwork makes 
the dream work.” 
  Again, I am very thank-
ful for your donation.  

Sincerely,
Anh, a student from 
Goudy Elementary  
School in Chicago, IL.

Student Spotlight

Trees For Tomorrow Attendance: First Quarter 2019
School Town Sponsor*
Badger Ridge Middle School Verona Mead Witter Foundation & WI SFI  

Implementation Committee
Bayport High School Green Bay WPS
Butternut High School Butternut Trees For Tomorrow
Elkhorn Middle School Elkhorn John C. Bock Foundation
Franklin Middle School Janesville John C. Bock Foundation
Golda Meir Middle School Milwaukee WI SFI Implementation Committee & BPM, Inc.
Green Bay East High School Green Bay Procter & Gamble
Green Bay Preble High School Green Bay Procter & Gamble

Green Bay Southwest High School Green Bay Procter & Gamble
Green Bay West High School Green Bay Procter & Gamble
Indian Mound Middle School McFarland John C. Bock Foundation
Iowa-Grant Middle School Livingston Biddick Foundation
Kohler Middle School Kohler Trees For Tomorrow
Lena High School Lena WPS

Lourdes Academy Oshkosh John C. Bock Foundation
Maplewood Middle School Menasha John C. Bock Foundation
Marshall Middle School Janesville WI SFI Implementation Committee
Mellen Elementary School Mellen Mead Witter Foundation
Mosinee High School Mosinee WPS Foundation

Mosinee MIddle School Mosinee Mead Witter Foundation & WI SFI  
Implementation Committee

Phillips High School Phillips Trees For Tomorrow
River Bluff Middle School River Bluff WI SFI Implementation Committee and WI  

Cranberry Growers Association
Shawano High School Shawano Bleser Family Foundation

Shiocton High School Shoicton We Energies Foundation

St. Germain Elementary School St. Germain Sayner-St. Germain Fish & Wildlife Club

St. Mary’s School Tomahawk Packaging Corp. of America

St. Rita’s School Racine We Energies Foundation and Baden Powell Board 
of Directors

Sugar Camp Elementary School Sugar Camp Trees For Tomorrow
Tenor High School Milwaukee We Energies Foundation
West Salem High School West Salem Alliant Energy
West Salem Middle School West Salem Trees For Tomorrow

Off-Campus
Phelps Maple Fest
Rhinelander Library
WAEE Winter Workshop
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general paddle strokes and safety practices. 
Our canoes are tools we use to study lake 
ecology. Students collect data such as water 
clarity, temperature and dissolved oxygen. 
Using canoes as a way to collect this data is 
transferrable to the real world because it helps 
students understand how water scientists 
gather important information to study our 
lakes. While in canoes, we almost always 
have an opportunity to see loons, muskrats, 
river otters, and even eagles, which is a really 
special experience!

Another way we bring students closer to water 
is by visiting local bogs and other wetlands. Bogs 
are acidic, low nutrient, northern Wisconsin 
peatlands dominated by Sphagnum mosses that 
occur in deep layers and accumulate over time 
as peat. These unique ecosystems have plants 
that are adapted to live in such conditions. 
Students are able to learn about bog ecology 
by identifying these plants through their senses 
of sight, touch, smell, and sometimes taste 
when the wild cranberries are ripe! It is a great 
way to get students excited about learning to 
care for these fragile landscapes. 

Critter catching is another fun way that we help 
students learn about water quality. We give 
participants dip nets, magnifying glasses, and 
a tub of water and let them dig into the mucky 
bottoms of rivers, lakes and streams to see 
what aquatic macroinvertebrates or “critters” 
they can find! The first dip and spill into the 
tub of water is always followed by excitement 
and phrases of “This is so cool!” or “We found 
a dragonfly larvae!” Students and adults really 
get into it, which is one of my favorite things 
to see as an educator! They use our giant 
macroinvertebrate ID posters to figure out 
what they caught and what those types of 
“critters” mean for the health of that body of 
water. They are often surprised to learn that 
finding certain types of critters is connected 
to how healthy an aquatic ecosystem is.

Being in such close proximity to water is one 
of the reasons that northern Wisconsin is 
unique. I am glad that TFT gives students 
those transformative educational experiences 
that helps them understand and appreciate a 
resource essential to all of us. 

(continued from page 1)

Joe Mattke,
Regional Operations Manager
Steigerwaldt Land Services
1. When did you attend Trees For Tomorrow? 

I attended Trees For Tomorrow during the fall of 1993.  I was a sophomore at 
Mosinee High School, Mosinee Paper (now Ahlstrom-Munksjö) provided the 
opportunity for students at Mosinee High School.

2.  How did your experience at Trees For Tomorrow change your life and/
or career aspirations?

It showed me that there were more opportunities to have an outdoors career 
than I had thought before then.

3. Why do you continue to support Trees For Tomorrow?

I enjoyed my time there and feel that it is a good opportunity to continue to 
provide as a possibility to others.

Hobbies: Practicing yoga, kayaking, hiking and  
spending time with my son.
 
What do you like about living in the  
Northwoods: 
I love the tranquility and seeing wildlife in my 
yard. 
 
What do you like about working at TFT: Be-
ing able to promote all the great things we do at 
TFT. Seeing smiles on childrens’ faces every day.

Favorite meal to make at home: Roasted  
chicken with vegetables.
 
Favorite holiday and why: I love Christmas, 
but I tend to get stressed out during the holiday 
season. With that being said, Halloween is my  
favorite holiday because I love all the decora-
tions and it’s pretty stress free. I also like a good 
scare and visiting haunted houses. 
 
 

INGREDIENTS:
• 8 fresh peaches (cut in 
half, pits removed) 
• 2 tablespoons butter

• 4 tablespoons brown          

   sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

   Trees For Tomorrow’s Baked Peaches

                                   Mandy Gingerich, Hospitality Manager

1.  Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

2.  Place the peaches cut side up in the baking dish. 

3. Fill each peach cavity with a bit of butter, brown sugar, and a dash of cinnamon.

4. Pour enough water in the bottom of the pan to come to ½ inch up the side of 

the baking dish.

5. Bake 35-40 minutes or until the peach flesh is soft and tops are browned. 

Chantel Kuczmarski, Community Engagement  
Coordinator

Being the steward of 75 years of history 
is a big responsibility. The TFT Board and 
staff are a proud and dedicated group who 
take that responsibility seriously. I look 
forward to sharing our ideas and  
successes with you, and being part of the 
process to help solidify TFT’s legacy for 
another 75 years.

Robin Ginner,
Executive Director

(continued from page 1)

• Kim Feller, TFT Education 
Manager

• MaLea Flynn, TFT  
Administrative Assistant

• Robin Ginner, TFT Executive 
Director

• Alyssa Gullixon, Educator, 
Maplewood Middle School, 
Menasha

• Pat Heim, Educator, St. Rita’s 
School, Racine

• Jim Hoppe, Packaging Corp. of 
America, Past TFT President, 
Corporate Sponsor

• Connie Lawniczak, Strategic 
Planning Committee Chair, TFT 

Advisory Council
• Jesse Long, Asplundh Tree 

Expert Co., Board President,  
Corporate Sponsor

• Joe Mattke, Wisconsin SFI 
Implementation Committee, 
Funding Supporter

• David Schwerbel, Lake States 
TAPPI, Corporate Sponsor

• Cheryl Todea, TFT Operations 
Manager

• Leah Van Zile Wisconsin Public 
Service, TFT Advisory Council, 
Corporate Sponsor

• Kelly Fischer, K. Fischer  
Consulting, Retreat Facilitator

4. What are some of the values 
that you took away from your 
visit?

The connections  
between nature 
and parts of our 
everyday life.

A special thank you to the Strategic Planning Committee for 
its hard work in developing our new plan:
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By Kim Feller, Jenny Sadek & 
Melanie Stewart-Clarke 
 
Trees For Tomorrow’s educators have 
participated in the WIMN volunteer training 
over the past three years. Their experiences, 
below, highlight what participants can look 
forward to and expect from the week-long 
program. 

Melanie Stewart-Clarke

I enrolled in the WIMN volunteer training 
course in the fall of 2016 at the North Lakeland 
Discovery Center in Manitowish Waters. As a 
recent transplant to northern Wisconsin, my 
primary goal was to learn more about our 
local, natural and cultural history right here 
in the Northwoods. The course far exceeded 
my expectations. We hiked through forests, 
canoed a lake, walked on a bog, collected data, 
conducted experiments, played games, and 
participated in lively discussions, all packed 
into a 40-hour course. Not only did I gain the 
knowledge I sought, I was also connected 
to an extensive network of volunteers and 
professionals with similar passions, and was 
inspired to volunteer my time in service to my 
community and our natural resources.

Though all the knowledge I gained in the 
training was immensely valuable, a few 
topics stand out in my mind. One such topic 
was wildlife, in which my cohort and I were 
treated to a fascinating presentation from a 
local wildlife rehabilitator. This presentation 
included a wide array of information about our 
community of diverse wildlife species. Most 
interesting was learning about the incredibly 
demanding process of wildlife rehabilitation 
and the variety of threats our wildlife are facing. 
Seeing pictures of turtles wrapped in fishing 
line, raccoons stuck in plastic food containers, 
and bald eagles with lead poisoning was truly 
eye-opening. It showed how interconnected 
we are with nature and that our actions, 
whether intentional or not, have important 
consequences for wildlife and our natural 
resources.

Another interesting topic covered was aquatic 
life. We’re all aware of the presence of fish, 
frogs, and loons in our lakes, but I was excited to 
learn more about aquatic microinvertebrates, 
like algae and zooplankton. Using special nets, 
we collected samples of these creatures and 
looked at them under microscopes. It was 
amazing to see how much life is in our water 
that we cannot even see. Though tiny, these 
creatures play a crucial role in our lakes by 
forming the base of the lake food pyramid; 
without them, the whole system would 
collapse. It was a humbling reminder that we 
must understand the entire system if we hope 
to protect it.

One of the most unexpected outcomes for me 
was the connections I formed with the other 
volunteers and professionals I met throughout 
the course. Our group was comprised of people 
of diverse ages and backgrounds, but we all 
shared a passion for natural resources and a 
desire to make a difference in our communities. 
The opportunity to learn alongside them and 
share our own experiences was invaluable. 
The relationships formed, both during and 
after the training course, is a true strength of 
the WIMN program. It is what inspires me to 
continue learning about, and volunteering in 
service, to our natural communities. 

Jenny Sadek

Like Melanie, I also attended the WIMN 
volunteer training in the fall of 2016 at the 
North Lakeland Discovery Center. I was 
somewhat familiar with WIMN even before I 
registered for the course, and always said to 
myself, “I really want to do that some day!” 
The opportunity arose for me to take part 
in the volunteer training as a professional 
development opportunity through Trees For 
Tomorrow. I grew up in the Northwoods and 
though I was familiar with the landscape, 
wildlife, forests, and water, I also knew that 
there was much more to learn. Three years 
later, I still reference things I learned in that 
course. It increased my general knowledge of 
ecology and the environment for my personal 
and professional use. 

The course was engaging and packed with 
valuable information for any outdoor 
enthusiast. We learned through playing games, 
field trips, professional speakers and hands-
on activities. 

Learning about interpretation and interpretive 
technique was one activity that stood out 
for me. I chose to research more on why 
leaves change colors and what the certain 
colors mean in our autumn landscape. On 
the due date of the assignment, we all took 
a short hike. As we found the element we 
researched along the trail, we were responsible 
for teaching others in our group about it. 
Not only was this activity interesting, but 
it helped me professionally by enhancing 
my communication skills and engaging with 
other students.

Another interesting experience was our visit to 
a bog. We immersed ourselves in the bog and 
learned about the chemistry of the ecosystem, 
which helped me better understand the plant 
community of bogs (which is amazing in itself). 
We took a pipette sample of the water found 
in a pitcher plant and observed what we found. 
We were able to see the larvae and other 
insects that were about to be digested by this 
unique plant. The remainder of the day was 
spent exploring the Van Vilet Hemlocks State 
Natural Area – an old growth hemlock forest 
that was an absolute pleasure to explore! 

Participating in a WIMN volunteer training 
course has led me to be more involved in 
volunteer opportunities for our state’s natural 
resources and to pursue certification as a 
WIMN volunteer training instructor! I am 
excited to use the experience and knowledge 
I gained through WIMN to inspire others to 
learn more about the natural world.

Kim Feller
I enrolled in the WIMN volunteer training in 
the fall of 2017 at the Upham Woods Outdoor 

Learning Center in Wisconsin Dells. As someone 
who is not from Wisconsin, I was excited about 
learning more about the state’s natural history, 
as well as learning more about ways I could 
become involved in the conservation of our 
natural resources. I was also intrigued by the 
fact that the course was in a different part of 
the state (the driftless region) than what I was 
familiar with after spending more than four 
years in the Northwoods.  

The course advertised a slew of topics to 
be covered and delivered on that promise.  
Throughout the week, my classmates and I 
were introduced to many, different learning 
experiences. The first evening we took a float 
trip along the upper dells of the Wisconsin 
River to observe evidence of Wisconsin’ glacial 
geology and history. Even though it was a little 
chilly (it was November, after all!), it was a 
wonderful opportunity to look back at one 
part of the state’s history that was written 
in the rocks. The second day, we toured the 
International Crane Foundation in Baraboo, 
WI.  We met educators on staff who discussed 
teaching methods and offered opportunities 
to volunteer at the foundation. Afterwards, 
we took a tour of the facility.  It was a unique 
experience to see every species of crane in 
the world in one place! 

Later in the week we took a field trip to 
Aldo Leopold’s shack and the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation, also in Baraboo. During our tour 
of the shack and the nature center grounds, 
we heard the history and connection of the 
Leopold family to the shack. The tour made 
me further appreciate Leopold’s commitment 
to conservation of our natural resources. 
It was fascinating to see all the steps the 
organization has taken to ensure that its facility 
is environmentally sound. The day really made 
me proud to live in a state where so many 
are dedicated to the conservation of natural 
resources. Watching a beautiful sunset over 
the prairie at the foundation, accompanied by 
the sound of Sandhill cranes migrating south, 

was icing on the cake.   

Another of our field trips was to join volunteers 
who were doing trail maintenance along the 
Ice Age Trail to trim back cedars that had 
overgrown the trail.  This was probably my 
favorite day, as it was very hands-on and 
rewarding to see the work that we completed 
within a couple hours.    

The different opportunities that each master 
naturalist course provides are meant to give 
glimpses into different facets of Wisconsin’s 
natural history. In addition, the majority of 
the field experiences provided my class with 
opportunities to get involved, whether through 
stewardship, citizen science, or teaching. I 
would highly recommend a master naturalist 
course to anyone who is interested in our 
state’s natural resources and has a desire to 
become involved with conservation.  

For more information about the WIMN 
volunteer training program, visit  https://
www.wimasternaturalist.org/

Trees For Tomorrow hosted a week-
long Wisconsin Master Naturalist (WIMN) 
volunteer training program from June 10-15. 
The mission of the WIMN program is “to 
promote awareness, understanding, and 
stewardship of the natural environment by 
developing a corps of well-informed citizens 
dedicated to conservation education and 
service within their communities.” To become 
a certified Master Naturalist Volunteer, 
participants must take the 40-hour Volunteer 
Training Course. The curriculum covers the 
topics of geology, ecology, plants, wildlife, 
education and interpretation, water, aquatic 
life and human influences, which are taught 
by local experts through both classroom and 
field instruction. Participants also complete 
a short volunteer, or “capstone,” project 
to conclude their training. Once trained, 
volunteers are asked to provide 40 hours of 
volunteer service in the fields of education, 
citizen science, and/or stewardship, as well 
as take eight hours of additional training, 
each year to remain certified.

Wisconsin Master Naturalist: Lessons 
Learned from TFT’s Naturalists Figures 2, 3 & 4: (Pictured from left to right) Aldo Leopold shack, the Wisconsin River 

from the northern part of Wisconsin Dells and a sandhill crane. (Photo source: Kim Feller). 
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Figure 1: Puffballs found while 
exploring Van Vilet Hemlocks State 
Natural Area. (Photo source: Jenny 
Sadek)

Figure 5: Susan Knight works for UW 
Madison Center for Limnology in Boulder 
Junction. She and a couple of fellow 
WIMN volunteer training attendees look 
at samples of bladderwort on the bog. 
(Photo source: Jenny Sadek)

NORTHBOUND: A Forum for Natural Resource Issues & Education


